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Kresge Challenge Launches Public Phase of Library Campaign!
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What’s in a Name?
A great deal, as it turns out.  For over 100 years the library 
of Maine Historical Society had no name. Or rather its name 
was Maine Historical Society—the physical embodiment of 
the entire organization (a place just behind the Wadsworth-
Longfellow House). By the end of the 1990s perceptions began 
to change.  With the purchase of a new building MHS was 
clearly becoming a more complex organization: a research 
library, a true museum, and a national historic landmark—each 
articulated in its own building.  Freed from the burden of 
being all things to all people, the library began to reclaim its 
role as the intellectual, archival (and yes, digital) center of the 
institution. It began to shine with a new light. As plans for 
renovation and expansion moved forward, so did the sense 
that the library’s time for distinction and rebirth had come: its 
history, promise, and intrinsic worth warranted the gift of a 
new name.  This is why we feel so very pleased (and humble 
and grateful) to announce that such a gift, rich with historic 
associations, has finally come.  Through an anonymous 
donation of $1,000,000, (thoughtfully planned and lovingly 
given) the library of MHS will now be called the John Marshal 
and Alida Carroll Brown Research Library. (Please see more 
about the Browns in this issue.)  What’s in a name? A key 
moment in the life of Maine Historical Society. 
   Richard D’Abate

   — Executive Director
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maine historical society
incorporated 1822

officers
philip h. Jordan Jr, president

e. christopher livesay, 1st Vice president
roger gilmore, 2nd Vice president

James f. millinger, secretary
robert p. baross, treasurer

trustees

barbara rich anderson mary p. nelson
eric baxter katherine stoddard pope

suhail bisharat James m. richardson
david cimino neil r. rolde

linda m. cronkhite donna m. ryan
Josephine h. detmer imelda a. schaefer
priscilla b. doucette lendall smith
harland h. eastman catherine r. stockly
peter g. mcpheeters frederic l. thompson
preston r. miller Jr. Jotham a. trafton

margaret crane morfit paul a. wescott
Jane mckay morrell charles d. whittier ii

eldon l. morrison nicholas h. witte
carolyn b. murray

 staff

richard d’abate executive director
stephen bromage assistant director

sara archbald admin. assistant to the director
steven atripaldi facilities manager

seth dube facilities assistant
Jacqueline fenlason director of finance & admin.

cynthia murphy finance: human resource assistant
leslie e. hahn director of development

Jane foden marketing/public relations coordinator
diana fish membership coordinator

bonnie Vance development officer
laurie puzio development assistant

              

education

carolin collins director of education
marieke 

Vandersteenhoven
americorps education 
assistant

l ibrary 

nicholas noyes head of library services
william d. barry library reference assistant

nancy noble archivist/cataloger 
Jamie rice public services librarian

tracy lamaestra library assistant

museum

John mayer curator of the museum
holly hurd-forsyth registrar

melissa spoerl museum store manager
robert kemp Visitor services coordinator

allan levinsky Visitor services coordinator

maine memory network

kathleen amoroso director of digital services
candace kanes curator

frances pollitt cataloger, photo curator
alissa lane image services coordinator
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The John Marshall and 
Alida Catherine Brown 
Research Library

T
 
 
hrough the great generosity of an anonymous donor, the 
MHS research library will soon be named in honor of 

a family that played an important role in local, state and national 
history, not to mention the success and growth of MHS itself: 
General John Marshal Brown and his wife Alida Catherine Carroll 
Brown.  Here’s a brief biographical outline. 

John Marshall Brown was born in Portland, in 1838, a son of 
Portland businessman John Bundy Brown and Ann Matilda 
Greely (the J.B Brown Company still thrives, in fact). He attended 
Portland Academy, Gould’s Academy (Bethel), Philips Academy 
(Andover, MA), and Bowdoin College. His devotion to Bowdoin 
lasted throughout his life: Overseer, from1867; President of the 
Board, 1882-1892; and Trustee until his death in 1907.  

On August 29, 1862, en route to the Maine Historical Society’s 
400th anniversary celebrations at Popham, he received word of 
his appointment as First Lieutenant and Adjutant of the 20 Maine 
Infantry, and returned immediately to Portland.  He sailed with 
his regiment under Joshua L. Chamberlain on September 2nd and 
saw his first great battle at Antietam just a few days later.  He was 
at Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville and Gettysburg (among other 
battles) and ultimately wounded at Petersburg.  He was made 
Brevet Brigadier General in 1864. It was during the war that he 
met Alida Catherine Carroll.  She was born in Washington, in 
1844, the daughter of William Thomas and Sally (Sprigg) Carroll, 
a prominent Maryland couple. Family lore has it that the two met 
while Alida was out riding. On being admonished by Brown that 
a war was on and danger everywhere, Alida allegedly replied that 

Alida Catherine Carroll Brown, seated
Ca. 1880
Alida’s age, abt. 36 years 
Private Collection

John Marshall Brown
Circa 1880

Photographer:  
J.H. Lamson of  

Portland, ME
John Marshall’s age,  

abt. 42 years.
Collections of the Maine 

Historical Society
Coll. 2145 Box 40/10

she would ride where she wished.  Moved by her 
spirit, Brown determined to court her, and they were 
married on December 18, 1866.    

After the war, General Brown, as he was 
called, became one of Maine’s leading citizens: 
Commissioner to the Paris Exposition, on the 
staff of Governor Chamberlain, banker and real 
estate developer, book collector and historian, 
and a member and leader of many church and 
civic organizations. One of these was the Maine 
Historical Society, where he helped advise on the 
design, construction, and landscaping of what would 
become the Society’s brand new library, completed 
in 1907—the same library that will, so happily, now 
bear his and Alida’s names.   

The Browns, long associated with Falmouth estate 
known as Thornhurst, had 5 children:  Sally Carroll 
Brown, born 1867 and married in 1893 to Herbert 
Payson, grandson of Rev. Edward Payson, a founder 
of MHS; Alida Greely Brown, 1870 to1889 (in whose 
memory the building that is now St. Mary’s Episcopal 
Church in Falmouth was built as a memorial chapel); 
Mary Brewster Brown, born 1876 and married in 
1901 to George Strong Derby of Boston; Carroll 
Brown, born 1881 and married to Amanda Juneman; 
and Violetta Lansdale Brown, born 1883 and married 
to Harold Lee Berry in 1906
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Kresge Challenge Launches  
Public Phase of Library Campaign!
$7.5 mill ion raised to date! 
l ibrary named with a $1,000,000 gift! 

Thanks to a challenge grant from the prestigious Kresge 
Foundation of Troy, Michigan, we are pleased to announce 
that the public phase of our capital campaign to renovate 
and expand the MHS Research Library has begun.  At work 
for two years under the leadership of campaign chair Debbie 
Reed, a hard working team of volunteers, board members, 
and staff has quietly raised $7.5 million.  Included in that 
sum is a gift of $1 million from an anonymous donor that 
will name the research library after one of Maine’s most 
illustrious 19th century couples: John Marshall Brown and 
his wife Alida Carroll Brown (for more on the naming see pp 
2 and 4).  Now the final lap has begun.  

what’s it all for? 
The MHS research library was built a little over a century 
ago.  Since that time it has become an essential resource for 
many thousands of researchers each year who are drawn 
to perhaps the most comprehensive historical collections in 
the state.  It has also become the center for new, innovative 
uses of technology that make Maine history accessible to 
hundreds of thousands throughout the world.  The project 
will double the size of the library, correct long-standing 
structural and storage problems, and improve the experience 
of both staff and public.  Work on the library began in 
the fall of 2007 with completion set for early 2009.  Full 
library services are available throughout this period at our 
temporary home: 510 Congress Street, Portland.
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Kresge Challenge Launches  
Public Phase of Library Campaign!
$7.5 mill ion raised to date! 
l ibrary named with a $1,000,000 gift! 

how did we get to where we are?
The simple answer is that many philanthropic individuals, 
foundations, and corporations have led the way with outstanding 
generosity over the past two years.  From the start they recognized 
that Maine Historical Society was not just a venerable institution 
with extraordinary collections, but one of the most progressive 
cultural organizations in Maine, with a commitment to statewide 
access and innovation.  The National Endowment for the 
Humanities awarded a 4 to 1 challenge grant of $500,000, 
which was quickly matched as giving began in earnest.  Many 
friends reached deeply to make significant leadership gifts, while 

a few, including the Belvedere Fund of the Maine Community 
Foundation, made unprecedented donations of $1,000,000 or 
more.  Corporations such Hannaford’s, TD Banknorth, Diversified 
Communications, Cianbro, and others pledged strong support.  It 
is nearly impossible to adequately express our gratitude for the 
outpouring of generosity and support we have already received.  
But there is still a long way to go. 

the kresge challenge 
Though we have raised a significant amount of money to 
date—$7.5 million—there is still a great deal more to do.   
Now the Kresge Foundation has come forward with a $400,000 
challenge to help us finish the campaign. Kresge grants are 

rigorous, highly competitive, and designed to leverage broad 
public participation in the final stages of fundraising—always 
a critical time.  This makes Kresge one of the most sought after 
grants available.  “Ensuring the health and vitality of nonprofit 
organizations such as yours is central to building strong, vibrant 
communities,” said Kresge president and CEO, Rip Rapson.  
 “We are proud to help advance your very important work.”  

To meet the Kresge challenge (and to receive their gift) we must 
reach a total of $8.7 million by the end of 2008.  With this 
amount in hand, plus long-term financing, we can meet the 
actual project cost of $9.5 million, which includes construction, 
relocation, additions to endowment, and campaign costs.  It is our 
ultimate hope, of course, to raise enough money to eliminate the 
need for loans, but first we must meet the Kresge challenge: $8.7 
million or bust.  To meet this challenge we will need the help of 
everyone who understands the value of history in our community 
and appreciates the role MHS plays.  

you can help!
You will shortly receive a letter that contains more information 
about the campaign.  It will either ask for your financial help 
directly or prepare the way for a call from one of our volunteers.  
There is room for giving at every level.  But yes, there are many 
appeals upon the land and an infinity of annoying phone calls 
to resist.  We hope you will be patient with us, knowing the 
importance of this campaign, and be as generous as you possibly 
can.  The future depends on it.  

and when it’s oVer…?
It isn’t.  The renovation and expansion of the MHS Brown 
Research Library is just the first phase of an ambitious plan to 
transform the Society over the next ten years.  This plan includes 
endowment growth to support key positions and programs, and 
the creation of a new, innovative museum of Maine history and 
culture.  Things are just getting interesting; there’s much more to 
come. 

our current Volunteers  
Our success to date has been made possible by many 
hardworking and devoted volunteers.  Though there is still 
plenty to do and opportunities for many more friends to become 
involved, the following people deserve our special thanks and 
recognition: Campaign Volunteers: Barbara Anderson, Bob 
BaRoss, Eric Baxter, Dodie Detmer, Phil Jordan, Jane Moody, 
Jane Morrell, Carolyn Murray, Mary Nelson, Debbie Reed, 
Connie Robinson, Neil Rolde, Laura Sprague, Didi Stockly, John 
White, Charlie Whittier, Nick Witte.  Party Hosts: Eric Baxter, 
John Day, Talie Harris, Nancy Harvey, Susan and Richard 
Hennessey, Jeff and Carol Miller, Jane Moody, Margaret and 
Mason Morfit, Carolyn Murray, Ted and Ann Noyes, Larney 
Otis, Michael Payson, Debbie Reed, John and Connie Robinson, 
Imelda Schaefer, Laura Sprague, Didi Stockly, Rory & Linda 
Strunk, and Martha and Bob Timothy.  Thank you all! 
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Letters, Stitches,  
and Verses

Mary Jones, in 1755, stitched into a sampler, “All you my friends 
which now expect to see a peace of work thus preformed by me cast 
but a smile on this…” the verse continues, surrounded by geometric 
designs and graced on the lower half by two figures, an animal, and 
classical designs of large urns and a pyramid.

Girls and young women stitched many thousands of samples and 
decorative embroidery pieces during the seventeenth, eighteenth, and 
nineteenth centuries.  Some are simple pieces created for the girls to 
develop skill in executing a particular stitch and in forming numbers 
and letters. Many also include verses or moral sayings and most are 
signed and dated by the makers.

Sewing was crucial training for girls who would need to make and 
repair household linens, clothing, and other items.  They often 
learned the basics of needlework at home. The samplers helped 
them with basic skills and practice that would be applied to marking 
initials and numbers on household items.

Fancier pieces, though, required different training.  Girls often 
learned ornamental sewing at schools, some run by neighborhood 
women, and others more formal academies or seminaries that taught 
basics like reading, grammar, spelling and sometimes music and 
French, as well as needlework.

The ornamental works are signs of economic status as well as the 
girls’ skill in creating them. Some contain considerable text, detailed 
floral borders, and images of people, nature, or buildings.

Some, such as the one stitched by Mary Ann Twombly, age 12, of 
Portland in 1817, are family genealogies or records of marriage, 
births, and deaths.  Hers also offers a verse that concludes, “Teach us 
the hand of love divine/In evils to discern/’Tis the first lesson wich we 
need/The latest which we learn.” She ran out of room for the third 
line of the verse, placing the “d” over the “nee,” an indication that 
she was a student learning how to plan her sewing project.

As important as samplers and decorative work were to girls, the 
practice of needlework declined by the late nineteenth century when 
girls studied more academic subjects and some began to find work 
outside the home.  In addition, ready-made clothing and linens 
reduced the need for girls to learn sewing.
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All images contributed by Maine Historical Society.

maine memory network, www.mainememory.net, is an online 
museum and archiVe of historical documents, photographs, 
and obJects from historical societies, l ibraries, museums, and 
archiVes across the state of maine.  images on these two pages 
are contribution of the maine historical society.

Mary Jones sampler, 
1755. Mary Jones 
stitched into the sampler 
that she “did this in 
the 14 year of her age, 
1755.

Polly Warren sampler, ca. 1800. Polly 
Warner of Gorham practiced stitching 
letters on this sampler, but did not 
complete the alphabet. 

Twombly genealogy sampler. 
Mary Ann Twombly, age 
12, of Portland, stitched this 
family genealogy in 1817. 

Nancy Mansfield sampler, 
1801. Nancy Mansfield, 
age 11, stitched into her 
sampler, “Our parents 
exert a prudent care to 
read our infants mind with 
proper acquired ease.” 
(Contributed by Maine 
Historical Society)
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contribut ing partner profi le :   the north yarmouth historical society

founded 1975:

mission: “to collect, preserve and share 
the history of north yarmouth as well as 
to promote interest and appreciation of 
the character of the present town of north 
yarmouth and its old houses; 

• to maintain, interpret and use 
appropriately the 1853 town house;

•  to work with Town officials to preserve, 
maintain and provide access to the 
historical records pertaining to the people 
of north yarmouth.

actiVit ies: eight public 
programs yearly. at least one 
program each year is planned 
collaboratively with an area 
historical society or town 
organization. 

membership: 200+ members

contact:nyhs@maine.rr.com
10 Village square road
north yarmouth, maine 0409
846-4379
(katie murphy, president)

collections: the nyhs owns north yarmouth’s 1853 
old town house, and holds archival collections dating from 
ca. 1800 that include documents, manuscripts, ephemera 
and close to 2,000 photographs reflecting the business, 
architectural, maritime, family, civic, agricultural, religious and 
educational history of the town. important holdings include 
records of the civil and world wars.

publications: the gazette is published three times a year and 
contains original research articles about north yarmouth history.  

facil it ies: nyhs maintains the old town house on route 9; 
and houses its archives at walnut hill station, a town-owned 
building at 463 walnut hill road in north yarmouth. the 
archives are open to the public from 9 a.m.-noon on the first 
saturday of each month.

Images contributed by North Yarmouth Historical Society.

James Lawrence, 11th Maine 
Volunteer Infantry, Company 
H, when he was about 20.  
MMN #9293

Luther Lawrence items 
in NYHS collections

spotlight on maine memory network contributing partner

North Yarmouth Historical Society

Photo: Luther Lawrence items in NYHS collections

I
 

n 2003, Steve Hill, a history teacher at Greely Junior High School in 
Cumberland (part of MSAD 51, which includes the towns of North Yarmouth 
and Cumberland) asked Maine Memory Network to help him find local 
resources about the Civil War for his students to use. As a result of the request, 

North Yarmouth Historical Society put 12 items relating to James and Luther Lawrence 
and their service in the Union Army on Maine Memory Network.

The items include photos of each brother, several letters from Luther, (including one 
written a week before he was mortally wounded), orders and discharge papers for James, 
and a letter from the soldiers’ father to James.

Luther Lawrence was born on Jan 26, 1840 in Gray, where his grandparents had settled 
from Groton, Mass., and built a homestead in the early 1800s He began his military 
career in the Militia and was among the first men who joined the Union Army when he 
enrolled with the First Maine Regiment (Co. E) in April of 1861 at the start of the Civil 
War.  After three months, he re-enlisted in the 11th Maine Regiment (Co. H) where he 
went on to become a Lieutenant and later a Captain of his Company. 

Luther’s younger brother James joined the 11th Maine, Co.  H in 1864 and they served 
together until Luther was mortally wounded in the Second Battle of Deep Bottom, 
Virginia on August 16, 1864. 

Fortunately, Luther left a legacy of his experiences during the Civil War as letters written 
to family members at home. Most of his letters were written to his older brother Frank, 
who lived in Portland, and a few were to his father, Nathaniel Lawrence of Pownal. 

From Luther’s letters we learn that he was intelligent and passionate about his desire to 
help preserve the Union. He writes his views about slavery, officers (including General 
McClellan), military strategies, conditions in the camps, health of the men, and details 
of his travels. 

A few years after the Lawrence items went online, a collector in Ohio saw them and 
contacted the North Yarmouth Historical Society because he had recently acquired some 
Civil War accoutrements that had belonged to Luther. Eventually the NYHS was able to 
purchase the Lawrence items with the help of a generous donor. Included were Luther’s 
haversack, (imprinted Capt. L. Lawrence), belt, bayonet and its leather scabbard, a 
leather sword drop, a collapsible cup, a musket cartridge box, and a cap box. The society 
now has a wealth of artifacts related to the Lawrence Family in part due to exposure of 
the collections of the NYHS on the Maine Memory Network.
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Keys to the House:
how to research a property

Curious about who used to own your home?  When it was built?  Satisfying that curiosity might 
begin at the county Registry of Deeds, usually found in the county courthouse, and  
not as daunting as it may first appear. 

When land changes hands, a written record, usually a deed or will, is required by law to make 
the transaction legal.  Most prominent at the Registry of Deeds are the index books listing the 
names of the owners and sellers; the listings reference the book and page of the actual recorded 
deed.  Index books in the Cumberland County courthouse are labeled with the years covered 
and arranged alphabetically by name. Deeds are indexed according to the year they are officially 
recorded at the registry of deeds (not by address). Some registries have separate indexes for the 
grantor (the seller) and the grantee (the buyer),  
but in Cumberland County they are combined.

Where to begin?  First, it’s important to find the year the grantee (possibly you!) most recently 
purchased the house, looking up the name in the index.  There will be listed the grantee’s and 
grantor’s name, the location of the property, a volume or book number, a page number, and 
the date of record.  The index should reveal what kind of record it is:  commonly a mortgage, a 
warranty deed, a quitclaim deed, or a will. With this information, the actual deed book can be 
located.

The deed books contain copies of deeds recorded by the registrar.  Older books are handwritten.  
Opening the book to the page referenced in the index, one should find a copy of the deed and 
description of the property.  In the text of the deed should be a reference to the previous deed 
and where it is filed. This is the important link to the past! This will lead the researcher from one 
deed to the prior one, back in time. 

The records contain a wealth of information.  Tracing a property back through the deeds will 
lead to finding the document showing acquisition of the land without a dwelling. This reveals 
when the house was built and sometimes who built it.

Other helpful sources are maps, city directories, obituaries, architectural drawings, and 
photographs, to name a few.  The MHS Research Library has a large collection of these 
documents and a librarian would be happy to assist you in your research. 

Deed from 
Cumberland County

close up of part of deed (above) that shows how 
a deed references another deed.

catalog records now 
on the web: 

68,000 and 
Counting

Does MHS have info on my •	
family history?

Are there Civil War •	
uniforms in the MHS 
collection?

Quilts made in Palermo?•	

Hooked rugs from •	
Waterboro? 

Maps of Skowhegan?•	

Information on Chinese •	
immigrants in Maine?

Until recently the answers to these 
questions would require a call to an MHS 
staff member or a drive to the Portland 
campus.  Now, MHS collection records 
can be viewed by anyone, anytime, on 
the World Wide Web. Over the past few 
years several major grant-funded projects 
have brought MHS into the 21st Century 
by allowing us to convert our museum 
and library catalog records (many of 
them paper based) into searchable online 
databases. 

Books, manuscripts, and maps (approx. 
45,000 records) can be found in Minerva, 
a shared Maine library database at 
http://minerva.maine.edu. The entire 
museum catalog (along with many 
photos, architectural drawings, and Fogg 
autograph letters: 23,000 records and 
growing) is also searchable on the Web 
at http://mainehistory.pastperfect-online.
com/.   
Both catalogs can be accessed from our 
website at www.mainehistory.org/online_
resources.shtml.

 Reviewing the catalog prior to a visit to 
MHS can facilitate one’s research.  It can 
also be illuminating to just browse the 
ever-expanding collections.  These catalogs 
are a work in progress; staff members 
continue to welcome personal comments 
and queries.
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What’s behind a painting?   
  Often more than you expect.
Portrait paintings have always been an important part of the MHS collecting interests.  When I received a phone call asking 
if we would be interested in a group of portraits painted in 1840 of Shepard Cary and his family, I was delighted – it seemed 
to be an obvious match to our collecting interests.  After a period of thoughtful consideration, the donation was made, and 
the portraits along with a small group of family papers came to MHS.

The three portraits in the group included paintings of Shepard Cary (1805 – 1866), an important and colorful figure in 
Aroostook County who made a living as a lumberman and was active in state and national politics, his wife Susannah 
Whitaker Cary (1814 – 1871), and William Holman Cary (1779 – 1859), Shepard’s father.  Each was signed on the back by 
the artist A. T. Haddock and dated May 1840, and was in “original” condition – meaning they had been cared for, but had 
not been conserved or altered.   

From a curatorial perspective, signed and dated portraits provide invaluable insights into our cultural and social history.   
They are benchmarks that aesthetically represent a particular period, capture the personality of each subject, and document 
the work of a specific artist.  Shepard Cary and his family are known figures in Maine history – but little was known of the 
work of Haddock.   His story is just emerging, most notably in his connection to collections in the National Gallery of Art 
and the New York Public Library.

Albert Tracy Haddock was born in Buffalo, New York in 1818.  During the 1830s, he studied with the painter (and 
inventor of the telegraph) Samuel F. B. Morse.  His correspondence from the 1840s includes letters to Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow and reflects his desires and struggles at making a living as an author and painter.  In 1847 he enlisted in the 
Army and served during the Mexican War, in military expeditions to Utah in the late 1850s, and in the 15th infantry during 
the Civil War.  He served as Maine’s adjutant general from 1852 – 1854.  A few paintings and illustrated journals survive 
from this period in other collections, and reflect his ambition and talent.  For some reason, he dropped his family name and 
became known as Albert Tracy. 

Tracy has another connection to MHS – in 1856 he married Sarah Parris, the daughter of Gov. Albion Parris, the first 
President of the Society.

   John Mayer

   Museum Curator

        

Portrait of Aroostook County lumberman 
and politician Shepard Cary (1805 – 1866), 
painted in 1840 by Albert Tracy Haddock.

Reverse view of the canvas 
with the inscription on the 
stretcher “painted by A.T. 
Haddock, May 1840”.  In 
2007, this painting and a 
collection of family papers 
were donated to MHS by 
Florence Sikeleather, the 
great-great granddaughter 
of Sheppard Cary.
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Maine Community  
Heritage Project:
call for applications

Maine Historical is seeking applications from Maine communities who are interested in 
participating in the Maine Community Heritage Project, an innovative, nationally-recognized 
program that promotes collaboration between local schools, historical societies, and public 
libraries through the exploration and celebration of local history.  The project grows out of 
the Maine Memory Network (www.mainememory.net), our statewide digital museum, and is 
being offered in partnership with the Maine State Library.
Over the course of a year (June 2008-June 2009), eight participating communities will work 
closely with MHS staff to create content-rich websites within the Maine Memory Network 
dedicated to the history and culture of their communities.  These websites—which will include 
narrative histories of the communities, online exhibits, and hundreds of primary documents—
will provide greatly expanded access to information about the history of those communities 
locally and beyond.  

The MCHP will create a partnership model, resources, and a technological infrastructure that 
will enable other Maine communities to share their history online; foster intergenerational 
collaboration between libraries, historical societies, museums, and schools; and engage young 
people as key participants in their community.  The project is funded by a major grant from the 
Institute of Museum & Library Services.

Applications will be accepted through April.  For more information, please visit:  
www.mainememory.net/mchp or call 774-1822.

PLEASE  
JOIN US!
The Maine  

Historical Society
Spring Gala

Saturday, May 3rd,  
2008

At the Woodlands 
Country Club

Falmouth
with the  

Phil Rich Big Band

Invitations to Follow

members and fr iends,
you are invi ted to at tend:

186th annual meet ing
of the

maine his tor ical  society
saturday, June 7, 2008

10:00 a.m.

sanford-springvale 
his tor ical  society

505 main st.
springvale, me 

http://www.sanfordhistory.org/

Sanford Town Hall ca. 1900, Fred Philpot.  
In 2005, the building was turned over to the 
Sanford-Springvale Historical Society for a 
museum, which opened in 2006. Ccontributed 
by the Sanford-Springvale Society.

Moby dick 
Rehearsed: 
evening lecture series
in par tnership wi th pca  
greater performances

henry, herman, nathaniel, 

and the lure of the sea 

thursdays, march 6, march 20,  

and apri l  3, 7pm

Thursday, march 6,  7pm

the seaside meets the f i reside: longfel low 

as  

a mari t ime poet 

charles calhoun, author, longfel low:  

a rediscovered l i fe

Thursday, march 20, 7pm

moby dick and nineteenth -century american 

cul ture

dr. Joseph confor t i ,  univers i ty of southern 

maine

 

Thursday, april 3, 7pm

pip’s descent:   f reedom and terror  

in moby dick 

free and open to the publ ic.  

at the maine his tor ical  society.   

489 congress s t reet ,  por t land.  

for more information,  

please cal l  774-1822.

On April 16 ,  the act ing company, one 

of the most respected touring reper tory 

companies in the us, wi l l  v is i t  the merr i l l 

audi tor ium to s tage moby dick rehearsed, 

the only play wri t ten by orson wel les.  

to learn more about moby dick rehearsed 

or to purchase t ickets for the apri l  16 

performance, please vis i t :  

h t tp://pcagreatperformances.org/ 

2007-08/mobydick/
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calendar 

of eVents

fall 2007

maine h istorical  society
museum

library

longfellow house

maine memory network

489 congress street
portland, maine 04101-3498

t 207- 774 -1822

f 207- 775-4301

non-profit org.
u.s. postage

paid
portland, me

permit no. 1054

spring hours

mhs research library 
    tues-sat 10-4:00
    closed holiday  
    weekends

longfellow house
april 1: open for 
    school group tours
may 1 – oct 31:
    open to public
    mon-sat 10-5:00
    sun – 12-5:00
    (last tour at 4:00)

museum exhibit
feb-april 30:
    mon-sat 10-5:00
may 1 – June 1:
    mon-sat 10-5:00
    sun: 12-5:00

museum shop 
same as exhibit

mhs administratiVe 
offices
mon-fri 9-5:00
tel: (207) 774-1822
fax: (207) 775-4301
e-mail: info@mainehistory.org

call ahead for 
holiday hours

mailing address:
maine historical society
489 congress st.
portland, me  04101

websites: 
www.mainehistory.org
www.mainememory.net
www.vintagemaineimages.com
www.hwlongfellow.org 

treehouse puppet wi th birds  $19.95
American Chestnut :
The L i fe,  Death & Rebir th of a Perfect  Tree ,
susan frainkel   $27.50
The L i fe and Tradi t ions of the Red Man , 
Joseph nicolar  $19.95
Thanks to the Animals ,  al len sockabasin, $16.95
birch bark frames – assor ted sty les $4.95-$7.95
“frog monster and other penobscot stor ies” dvd  $19.95
alder wood garden stakes $15.00/set of 6 wi th marker
yel lowware teapot $24.95  ;   cup & saucer  $9.95/set
assor ted reproduct ion arrowheads $0.95
Tradi t ional Native American Arts & Act iv i t ies ,  
ar le t te braman,  $12.95
birch bark canoes-assor ted sizes $4.95-$9.95

members receive a 10% discount on- l ine and in the museum shop

Maine Indian 
Artforms from the 
Hudson Museum
The native people of Maine have legends that tell how the 
Creator made Gluskabe who then made the people and taught 
them how to use the natural resources of their world.  He 
showed them how to weave baskets, build birchbark containers 
and canoes, and carve.  These traditions were central to the 
survival of the Native People of Maine; they continue as living 
traditions today.

This exhibition explores the rich and diverse collections of the 
Hudson Museum and celebrates the craft traditions of Maine’s 
Micmac, Maliseet, Passamaquoddy, and Penobscot tribes.

gifts from gluskabe:

February 15 – June 1, 2008  •  Maine HisTorical socieTy
sponsored by: the bha foundation fundand the elsie a. brown fund

Visit us online or at our museum shop  
to see more books and gi f ts  re lated to our current exhibi t  

“Gifts From Gluskabe”




