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Author and historian of Maine Kenneth
Roberts and his dogs at his home, Rocky
Pasture, in Kennebunkport, July 27, 1939.

(continued from previous page.)

These particular Depression-era arts activities in Maine are chronicled in news-
paper articles and accompanying photographs — arts contributions in themselves
— by Emmie Bailey Whitney, editor of the Lewiston Journal Saturday Magazine,
and her husband, G. Herbert Whitney, repairman for New England Telephone
and Telegraph in Lewiston, and an accomplished amateur photographer.

Between 1933 and 1940, the Whitneys visited a number of artists, writers and
others connected to the arts in Maine. The stories and photos celebrated both
the artists and the inspiration of Maine in their works and left a record of the
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1930s version of Maine’s “creative economy.”

Emmie Whitney’s 1935 Lewiston Journal article about Abraham Bogdanove
began, “Monhegan has inspired some of the finest marines that have been
painted in the eastern section of the United States, and among their painters
— artists who have come year after year and had their summer studios on this
‘farthest east’ island of the Maine coast — none stand higher in the art world
than Bogdanove.”

The celebration of Maine and of art did not always ignore the economic hard-
ships of the 1930s. Whitney also wrote, “Mr. Bogdanove has never consented
to commercialize his art. When the depression and adverse economic conditions
have made customers for his paintings scarce, he has preferred to live unpreten-
tiously on the income from his teaching and lectures.”

Herb Whitney’s photographs, Collection 553 at the MHS Research Library,
offer a reminder that understanding a particular time period, especially one as
talked about as the Great Depression, requires looking beyond the expected
sources and topics to explore the complexity of experiences. The photographs
also are reminders of the persistence of the inspiration of Maine to artists, writ-
ers and musicians and of the effects of these artists on Maine and beyond.

To see more of Herb Whitney’s photographs
of this era, go to

www.MaineMemory.net and type Coll. 553
into the search box.

MAINE MEMORY NETWORK, WWW.MAINEMEMORY.NET, IS
AN ONLINE MUSEUM AND ARCHIVE OF HISTORICAL DOCU-
MENTS, PHOTOGRAPHS, AND OBJECTS FROM HISTORICAL
SOCIETIES, LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS, AND ARCHIVES ACROSS
THE STATE OF MAINE. IMAGES ON THESE TWO PAGES ARE
CONTRIBUTION OF THE MAINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY.
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Jillson in plaid dress; student Helen Brett, standing next

SPOTLIGHT ON MAINE MEMORY NETWORK

CONTRIBUTING PARTNER

Otisfield Historical Society

An Otisfield Teacher and Her Students

Gore School, Otisfield, ca. 1920; Contributed by
Otisfield Historical Society

The brick schoolbouse, built after 1830, was closed in
1922. The only individuals identified are teacher Ruby

to teacher; and Helen Ahonen, bottom left.

The Gore School photograph leaves no
clues about why the students and teacher
posed on ladders and on the school

roof — something unimaginable in 2007.
However, it leaves many clues about a
small town in Western Maine and the
nature of education in 1920.

Perhaps the students and teacher posed
as a farewell to the Gore School, one of
14 one-room schools in the small com-
munity of only around 650. The schools
each served a different district. The Gore
School pictured here, built in the 1830s,
closed in 1922. It was torn down and a
new wooden building replaced it.

The teacher, Ruby Jillson, of the 9 boys
and 6 girls was only about 18 when the
photo was taken. Teachers at the time
were not required to receive special train-
ing and many rural teachers, like Jillson,
were barely out of secondary school
themselves.

The only identified students are Helen
Brett, who was about 9; and Helen
Ahonen, bottom left. The latter, about
age 8, was one of seven children of
Finnish immigrant Carolina Ahonen,
a widow. Three of Helen Ahonen’s
older sisters, ages 14, 16 and 18, were
servants in private homes. Everyone in
the family spoke Finnish as their first
language.

Otisfield was primarily a farming com-
munity. Jillson’s father, Bertram, was
the first large-scale poultry farmer in the

area. Her mother, Ida, had died in 1915,
leaving Ruby and her younger brother.
Helen Brett’s father and Helen Ahonen’s
mother also were farmers. The Brett
farm burned in 1917, but the family
rebuilt it. The clothing suggests the fami-
lies were neither wealthy nor destitute.

Jillson left teaching by September 1922
when she married Nathaniel A. Green.
They had three children.

See an online exhibit about Otisfield’s
one-room schoolhouses at:

www.mainememory.net, View All
Exhibits and look for “Otisfield’s
One-Room Schoolhouses.”

Interior, Scribner Hill School, Otisfield /
Contributed by Otisfield Historical Society

Of particular interest in this interior
photo are the benches at the front of
the room that may have been used for
students’ recitation exercises.
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FOUNDED: 1980 when volunteers were sought for
a survey of historic buildings. Ethel Bean Turner
started the society.

MISSION: To inform the townspeople about
Oitisfield’s history and to collect information on the
town's history for the archives.

COLLECTIONS: Collections include letters, diaries,
photographs.

FACILITIES: The Society does not have a building
of its own. Its collections currently are stored in a
privately owned barn. For access to collections,
contact Jean Hankins.

ACTIVITIES: Meetings are held four times a year, in
April, June, September, and November, with speak-
ers on local topics or hands-on programs. A recent
meeting was an antiques appraisal/educational ses-
sion focusing on glass bottles. A picnic is held each
summer.

The society recently had a grant to restore a public
watering trough to working condition. The town once
had ten public watering troughs for horses. One van-
ished in 1930 and one is being restored. The tubs
were made out of wood and rotted if neglected. The
remaining tub is cement.

MEMBERSHIP: Approximately 50
members. Thirty to 40 people
attend most meetings.

CONTACTS:

Jean Hankins, Curator

202 Scribner Hill Road
Otisfield, ME 04270
5392521
hankins@megalink.net

OR Henry Hamilton, President
627-4458



A SHORT HISTORY
OF PORTLAND

One of MHS’ very own,

R

Allan Levinsky, has written
this new book which will
be on bookstore shelves in
January. Maine’s largest city is celebrated in this
concise narrative history, abundantly illustrated,
and featuring two dozen biographical profiles of
important people. Allan, a Portland native, has
worked for many years at MHS as a guide and
visitor services coordinator at the Wadsworth
Longfellow house. He is also the author of At
Home With the General, about Maine’s Civil
War hero Joshua Chamberlain.

YEAR-END TAX SAVINGS
OPPORTUNITY FOR DONORS
AGED 70 %2 OR OLDER:

If you're 70 % or older, the Pension Protection
Act of 2006 has made an allowance that could
be beneficial to you. Under the provision, you
can make a gift to Maine Historical Society
using funds from your individual retirement
account (IRA) and not be assessed any penal-
ties or taxes. The gift counts toward your
required IRA distribution amount, but does not
count as taxable income. There are no federal
minimums imposed on making gifts from IRAs
and you may contribute funds this way if:

e YOU ARE AGE 70 2 OR OLDER

e THE GIFT IS NOT MORE THAN
$100,000 FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR

¢ YOU TRANSFER FUNDS DIRECTLY FROM
AN IRA OR ROLLOVER IRA TO A QUALI-
FIED CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION

The provision only extends until December 31,
2007. After consulting with your financial

or tax advisor, contact your IRA custodian to
transfer your desired gift amount to Maine
Historical Society. It's a tax advantaged way
to make your gift this year!

NOTICE!

Maine State Senator Paula Benoit, co-spon-
sor of LD 1084 and an adult adoptee born
in Maine in 1955, shares this bit of news:

On January 3, 2009, Maine adult adop-
tees will be able to go to the Office of
Vital Statistics in Augusta and receive their
original birth certificates. This will be the
first time since 1953 that they have had
equal birth identification rights with all
other native Mainers. In the spring of this
year LD 1084 - An Act to Allow Adult
Adoptees Access fo their Original Birth
Certificates- was passed by the 123rd
Maine Legislature and signed into law.
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Bangor Directory 1932: occupations and names of wives were

often included in city directories.

On the Ancestor
Trail: Caty
Darectories

When trying to track ancestors through the years,
city directories can be valuable resources. In the
mid-1800s and early 1900s urban areas started
publishing city directories of adult residents in
alphabetical order with addresses; they were
equivalent to our modern day phonebooks. Often
listed are the person’s occupation, employer, and
spouse. One might even find someone’s death date
(in the year after they died), or a wife listed as
widow (implying the husband died in that year).
If the person moved, sometimes directories noted
a relocation address.

Since city directories were published every year or
two, they are a great way to fill in the gaps between
federal census records, which were taken every 10
years. They can also serve as a census substitute for
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Portland Directory 1897:
advertisements may mention the

name of an ancestor that owned
or worked for a business.
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1890, a federal census record that is not available. Other family members can be found by brows-

ing all the persons with the same surname to see who is living at the same address. If there is a
reverse lookup section, a street name might reveal who lived on that street. Perhaps there are

other relatives living nearby. If an ancestor owned or worked for a business, it may be included in

the business advertisements of the directory.

As with most old records, inaccuracies were common. Alternate spellings and accidental omis-

sions mean that consecutive years and varied surnames need to be checked. A missing name in

one year doesn’t necessarily mean that person moved or died.

City directories for Maine may be found at the MHS library, the Maine State Library, and/
or local libraries. Other states’ directories should be available at local historical societies and

libraries. Some directories are also online at Ancestry.com, HistoricMapWorks.com, or www.

Cyndislist.com/citydir.htm.

Happy Hunting!
Kathy Amoroso



CALENDAR
OF EVENTS

WINTER HOURS

MHS RESEARCH LIBRARY
Tues-Sat 10-4:00
Closed Holiday
Weekends

WADSWORTH-
LONGFELLOW HOUSE
December Hours:
Mon-Sun 12-5:00

(Last Tour At 4:00)
Closed 2:00 Dec. 24
And All Day Dec. 25, 31
Closed January

Through April

MUSEUM

December Hours:
Mon-Sat 10-5:00, Sun
12-5:00

Closed 2:00 Dec. 24,
All Day Dec. 25, 31
Closed For January
Opens Feb. 15th.
Mon-Sat 10 -5:00

MUSEUM SHOP
December Hours:
Mon-Sat 10-5:00, Sun
12-5:00

Closed 2:00 Pm Dec. 24,
and

All Day Dec. 25, 31
After January 1

Mon-Sat 10-5:00

MHS ADMINISTRATIVE
OFFICES

Mon-Fri 9-5:00

Tel: (207) 774-1822
Fax: (207) 775-4301
E-Mail:

info@mainehistory.org

MAILING ADDRESS:

Maine Historical Society
489 Congress St.

Portland, Me 04101
WEBSITES:
www.mainehistory.org
www.mainememory.net
www.vintagemainememories.com
www.hwlongfellow.org

MAINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MUSEUM

LIBRARY

LONGFELLOW HOUSE

MAINE MEMORY NETWORK

489 Congress Street
Portland, Maine 04101-3498
T 207-774-1822

F 207-775-4301

CELEBRATING TOGETHER: %%/nwﬁm with the i%/g/?//@lm

TOUR THE LONGFELLOW HOUSE this December and enjoy the holiday season as three branches of the family
celebrated it in the mid-19th century. The house will be decorated and open for tours daily from Saturday,

December 1 through Sunday, December 30.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s sister, Anne Longfellow Pierce, and aunt, Lucia Wadsworth, had no children
of their own, but they did have many nieces and nephews to share the holidays with. The artworks of those

children are on display in the current MHS Museum exhibit,

VISIT DRAWING TOGETHER: The Arts of the Longfellows, and this December, their holiday traditions will
be on display in the Wadsworth-Longfellow House. In addition to the family dinner arranged by Anne for
her nephew Hen, who lived as a young boy with his aunt and great-aunt, highlights include recreations of
Alexander and Llizzie Longfellow’s 1867 Christmas Eve party, as described by Anne, and of the Christmas
scene Henry’s daughter Edith painted at 9 years old.

Following the tour, guests are invited to enjoy Children’s Activities and the annual Holiday Book and Gift Fair

(opening Saturday December 8) next door at the Maine Historical Society.

House Tours, Children’s Activities,
Holiday Book and Gift Fair

AT THE LONGFELLOW HOUSE SATURDAY,
DECEMBER 1 — SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2007
(CLOSED DECEMBER 25)
MONDAY - SUNDAYS: 12:00 NOON - 5:00 PM LAST TOUR AT 4 PM

Backgropund Watercolor: Edith Longfellow (1853-1915) Longfellow Christmas Scene — Cambridge,
Massachusetts, 1862. Watercolor Courtesy National Park Service, Longfellow National Historic Site.

A gifted artist herself, Fanny Appleton Longfellow often noted her children’s artistic endeavors. For
example, one evening Edith rushed into the study like “a sunbeam for pencil + paper to draw wonderful
faces.” Family Christmas activities inspired this drawing by Edith, age nine.

CONSIDER THE GIFT OF MAINE HISTORY FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
YOUR GIFT OF A NEW MEMBERSHIP OR RENEWAL WILL ARRIVE IN SEASONAL TRAPPINGS WITH YOUR BEST
WISHES. BASIC MEMBERSHIP LEVELS: $40, INDIVIDUAL; $50, FAMILY.

MAIL CHECK AND RECIPIENT NAME AND ADDRESS TO:

HOLIDAY GIFT MEMBERSHIP, MAINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY,
489 CONGRESS STREET, PORTLAND, ME 04101.
GIFTS RECEIVED BY DECEMBER 15 WILL BE MAILED BY DECEMBER 20.
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