Preserving History

•

Engaging Minds

•

Connecting Maine

maine historical society

Summer 2007

MHS Library Renovation

and Expansion

maine historical society

MAINE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Incorporated 1822

I forgot to say...

Officers
Philip H. Jordan Jr, President
E. Christopher Livesay, 1st Vice President
Roger Gilmore, 2nd Vice President
James F. Millinger, Secretary
Robert P. BaRoss, Treasurer

Trustees

Barbara Rich Anderson
Eric Baxter
David Cimino
Linda M. Cronkhite
Josephine H. Detmer
Priscilla B. Doucette
Harland H. Eastman
Linda A. Hackett
Peter G. McPheeters
Margaret Crane Morfit
Eldon L. Morrison
Carolyn B. Murray
Mary P. Nelson

Katherine Stoddard Pope
Deborah S. Reed
James M. Richardson
Neil R. Rolde
Hannah L. Russell
Donna M. Ryan
Imelda A. Schaefer
Catherine R. Stockly
Frederic L. Thompson
John W. Voorhees
John W. L. White
Charles D. Whittier II
Nicholas H. Witte

Staff

Administration
Richard D’Abate
Stephen Bromage
Sara Archbald
Steven Atripaldi
Jacqueline Fenlason
Cynthia Murphy
Leslie E. Hahn
Jane Foden
Diana Fish
Bonnie Vance
Jenny Alfrey

Executive Director
Assistant Director
Administrative Assistant to the Director
Facilities Manager
Director of Finance & Administration
Finance: Human Resource Assistant
Director of Development
Marketing/Public Relations Coordinator
Membership Coordinator
Development Officer
Development Officer

Education

Carolin Collins
Bridget McCormick

Thanks. That phrase recurs
to me on almost a daily basis.
So many friends—individuals
and organizations—are regularly
helpful and generous to Maine
Historical Society that try as we
might we’re always behind with
thanks. I like to think this is less
an embarrassment than the sign of
a healthy, busy organization—and
we know people give of themselves because they believe in the
greater good—but still, recognition is due. The only difficulty is
to know where to start.
Let’s see. I forgot to say
thanks to Meredith Burgess. For
many years Meredith and the staff
of Burgess Advertising have given
MHS free marketing and design
services, and were instrumental
in the production of our newsletter. We very much needed that
help; it enabled us to grow and
make better sense of our audience.
Thank you, Meredith. I forgot

to say thanks to Gary Libby, an
attorney whose tireless pro-bono
work has helped MHS shape and
modernize its employment policies—not the most glamorous
assignment, but still essential to
the well-being of our organization. Thank you, Gary. I forgot
to say (or don’t say enough,
which amounts to the same
thing) thanks to Richard Judd
and Martha McNamara, at the
University of Maine, without
whose contributed editorial work
it would be impossible for us
to produce our journal, Maine
History. Thank you Dick and
Martha. I forgot to say….
Well, enough for the moment.
I’ll keep trying to balance the
account of thanks, but I’m afraid
it’s a never-ending task. And for
that, I’m thankful.
Richard D’Abate
- Executive Director
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Cover Page Photo:
Hand painted lantern slide of the Children’s Gate in the Longfellow Garden as it was in the
1930’s. Painted by Gladys Pratt, American Museum of Natural History, New York City, New
York. Collection of the Longfellow Garden Club.

MHS m u s e u m

Ernest Wadsworth Longfellow in his studio. Photograph made
by an unidentified photographer around 1901.
Collections of Longfellow National Historic Site.

On Vie w T h r o ug h D e c e mb e r – D r aw i ng T o g ether
T h e MHS e x h ib i t , Drawing Together: The Arts of the Longfe ll ows,
h a s be e n e x t e nd e d a n d will be on v iew throu gh Decem ber, 2007.
O r ga n i z e d t o c e l ebr a te the 200th anniv ersary o f the birth o f
He n r y W a ds w o r t h L o ngf ello w, this ori ginal exhi bit features a
d ive r s e a nd c o l o rfu l selection o f art wor k mad e b y three gene r a t i o n s of t h e W ad s worth an d L on gfello w families.

Exhibit Notes
From the Curator

W

The Smoker (Alexander Wadsworth Longfellow 1814 – 1901). Oil on
canvas portrait painted by Ernest Longfellow in 1880. Collections of
MHS. Alexander was an experienced adventurer in the woods and on
the sea. He was an accomplished surveyor and cartographer, and had
a playful sense of humor. His sister Anne referred to him as “the cigar
smoking, booted presence” when he visited the Wadsworth-Longfellow
house.

orking with Laura Fecych Sprague,
guest curator on this project, provided
a unique opportunity to collaborate,
explore, and discover information about the
Wadsworth and Longfellow families through the collections at
MHS and in Cambridge at Longfellow National Historic Site and
Harvard.
I was struck by the volume of materials that had been preserved
and the number of Wadsworth and Longfellow family members
who are represented in these holdings. It seemed like this family
kept everything – children’s drawings, journals, letters, photographs and more! Looking at their artwork and other documents
helped me develop a personal insight about family members and
place them in a historical and chronological perspective. More than
any other aspect of the show, the Drawing Together project revealed
the personalities of different members of this remarkable family.
One intriguing family member included in the exhibit is Henry’s
younger brother, Alexander Wadsworth Longfellow. Born in the
Wadsworth-Longfellow House on May 20, 1814, Alexander was the
third son of Zilpah and Stephen Longfellow. He attended Bowdoin
College between 1829 and 1833, spent a few years

at sea, and then studied civil engineering in Cambridge. Eventually
he worked as a surveyor and
cartographer for the Boston and
Maine Railroad, on the Northeast
Boundary Survey of Maine in 1840,
and later for the Atlantic Coast
Survey. During the Civil War,
Alexander charted the shores around
Washington, DC and Richmond,
Virginia – throughout his career he
was witness to important and dramatic events in Maine and American
history. In addition, Alexander had a colorful personality, with a
clever sense of humor. He maintained a home in Portland throughout
his life. He passed away on February 14, 1901 – just a few weeks
after his sister, Anne Longfellow Pierce who died January 24 of that
year.
There is a rich collection of Alexander’s archival materials in
the collections of the Longfellow National Historic Site. The finding
aid is available on line at www.nps.gov/long/historyculture/upload/
AWLSrfamilyaidNMSCfinal.pdf

John Mayer,
In 1850, Alexander surveyed and charted the harbor of Richmond’s Island,
near Cape Elizabeth. This playful drawing by Alexander makes light of the
work-habits of his surveying partners.

- Museum Curator

Militia Soldiers near Prout’s Neck. A colored
ink drawing attributed to Alexander Wadsworth
Longfellow, ca. 1850. Collections of MHS.
This small sketch shows a group of militia
soldiers on the beach.
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Proposed view of the western
elevation of the renovated
and expanded MHS Library
(Brown Street side), presented
from garden level, but with the
garden retaining wall cut away
for purposes of illustration.

100 Y ears Later:

MHS Research
Library
th e

T

mhs library

he Standing Committee’s report of 1906 was clear: “The
library building is very near its completion. Nothing but its
furniture is now wanting. The rooms are finished, the book
stacks are in place, a steam plant has been installed…. There
appears to be no reason now why the library may not be wholly ready
for our use in the centennial year of the poet’s birth, February 27,1907.”

And that is what happened. The poet, of course, was Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow. His family’s gift of land had made the building
of the library possible. Today, 100 years later, on the 200th anniversary
of the poet’s birth, the Society is about to embark on a project that will
prepare that same library for a new century of service. Beginning in the
summer of 2007, MHS will undertake the centennial renovation and
expansion of its research facility, which now houses one of the largest,
most valuable, and most comprehensive historical collections in Maine—
collections recognized for their state, regional, and national significance.
While retaining the historical character of the building, the $8 million
dollar project will transform the library into a state-of-the-art facility. It
will address significant collections care and storage issues, correct structural and climate problems, upgrade technology, improve patron services
and amenities, and make Maine history more accessible than ever.
The original library building was designed by Alexander W.
Longfellow, working in close consultation with such prominent
citizen-historians as James Phinney Baxter and John Marshall Brown.
Longfellow, a nephew of the poet, was a Boston architect especially
known for his Colonial Revival buildings. From its opening in 1907, the
library was considered one of Portland’s architectural gems. It served the
Society in every capacity: library, archive, lecture hall, exhibit gallery,
curiosity cabinet, and administrative headquarters. (It was even used as a
funeral parlor—for Nathan Goold in 1914, the Society’s librarian—but
thankfully that practice did not continue.) An addition was added in
the early 1950s to accommodated growing collections, but by the late
1980s it had become clear that cramped spaces and poor climate conditions were already compromising the safety of collections. Serious study
of options began in the late 1990s, culminating in a campus master plan
adopted by the Board of Trustees in 2005.
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N e w Add i t i o n

Though still in the quiet phase of a fundraising campaign, the initial indications are encouraging and the time
is right to take action now. The project is set to begin this
summer, once the collections have been moved to a nearby
temporary annex and services are restored. Under the guidance of Schwartz/Silver Architects of Boston, and Consigli
Construction of Portland and Massachusetts, the library will
receive a 10,000 sq.ft. addition; modern climate and humidity controls; compact storage units; new office, lounge, and
work spaces; an elevator; new interior stairs, and an underground access tunnel. The crumbling wall in the Longfellow
Garden will also be rebuilt, along with the Children’s Gate,
one of the most charming of the garden’s long-missing early
20th-century features.
Project completion is expected in the fall of 2008, with a
reopening to the public by late 2008 or early 2009. It will be
a moment as fully significant as its first dedication in 1907,
a moment when, to borrow the words of an early report,
the Society entered “upon a new career of public usefulness.” (For more information, please see Frequently Asked
Questions to the right.)

children’s
gate
original building
l o n gf e l l o w g a r d e n

f requen tly as k ed
q uestions
W ill t h e MHS R e s e a r c h L i b r a r y b e cl ose d
du r i n g th e r e n o v at i o n ?
The Maine Historical Society is committed to providing full
library services and access to our collections throughout the
renovation with as limited disruption as possible. While the
MHS Research Library building will be closed during the
renovation, the entire collection will be moved to and made
accessible at a nearby temporary library annex.
W h e n w ill tem p o r a r y cl o s i n g s o c cur?
There will be no library services or access from May 12.
2007-June 8, 2007 while we move and set up the collections
in the temporary library annex. In late 2008, when the renovations are complete, we will temporarily close again to move
back into the renovated MHS Research Library.
W h at a r e th e h o u r s o f t h e t em p o r ary
lib r a r y a n n e x ?
Library hours in the annex will be the same as current MHS
Research Library hours: Tuesday-Saturday10:00am–4:00pm
Closed holidays & some holiday weekends.

l o n gf e l l o w
house

connEcting
tunnel

Will there be fu ll library services at the
te mporary loca tion?
Yes, other than during the two temporary closings, full research
and reference services will be available. Public access to the stacks
will be limited, however, and a paging system will be in place to
ensure prompt retrieval of library materials.
Will i mage services an d o ther research
services be affec te d ?
Other than during the two temporary closings, image services and
other research services will not be affected by the renovation.
Will the Longfe ll ow G ar d en be c l osed
d uring the renova t ion?
The Longfellow Garden is currently closed and will remain closed
throughout the renovation. The Longfellow Garden will reopen
in Spring 2009 and be rededicated with the renovated MHS
Research Library.
Will the d esign an d l ayou t of t he
Longfe llow Gar d en change as a r esu lt
of the renova tion process?
MHS has worked closely with key groups—the Longfellow
Garden Club, the MHS House and Garden Committee, landscape
(cont’d pg . 1 0 )
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Connecting to maine history online

Sorting out Henry’s Portraits

MMN# 16836 -- Anne Longfellow Pierce, sister
of poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow, sits in
the parlor of the Wadsworth-Longfellow House
on Congress Street in Portland in about 1890,
surrounded by family pictures, including several
of her famous brother. The painting at her left
is by the poet’s son Ernest, done in 1876; the
photograph on the table at right was taken during Longfellow’s grand tour of England in 1868.
Another portrait of Longfellow is on the small
table at the right. (Contributed by Longfellow
National Historic site).

6

T

he image of a bearded, white-haired Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow is familiar to many of us who have read
and studied his works. During the mid 1800s, the volume and availability of popular materials increased – and as much as
anyone, Longfellow and his works were accessible to an expanding
audience.
As a result Maine Historical Society and Maine Memory Network
have dozens of images of the noted poet. MMN features some 50
Longfellow portraits, showing him at various ages. The collection
represents a range of media – a silhouette cut when Longfellow was
18, glass plates, cartes de visite, paintings, etchings, lithographs, images in books, among others.

maine memory network

Museum Curator John Mayer and MMN Curator Candace Kanes
were challenged to make sense of the numerous images. As they organized the Picturing Henry exhibit on MMN and in the Shettleworth
Lecture Hall, they sought to date the various portraits, determine
who created them, and identify which portraits were derivatives, or
based on earlier images.
To do so, they began by comparing and sorting available images,
then researching clues to artists – from information on the portraits,
through Internet searches, or by looking in various books, including
volumes of Longfellow poetry that invariably contain portraits.
Another, more personal clue about the portraits can be found in letters or notes by Longfellow or other family members.
For example, two images shown here are portraits by Portland photographer Joseph Lamson in 1878. The name of Lamson’s studio
appears in conjunction with a glass plate image and several prints of
the photograph. In addition, Longfellow mentioned the portrait session in several letters.
In a letter dated Oct. 9, 1878, Longfellow wrote to Joseph Harrison
Lamson in Portland: “Please send me by mail, as soon as convenient,
one dozen of your photographs of me. They are so much liked here,
that I cannot keep any.” In January 1879, Longfellow asked his
brother Alexander to get reprints of the Lamson photo made at a
different shop in Portland, where they were “much cheaper than at
Lamson’s.”

MMN#22500 -- Portland photographer Joseph Lamson (1840-1901)
took this image of Longfellow in
1878, four years before the poet’s
death. Longfellow’s letter indicates he
and others liked the portrait as he had
numerous copies made. (Contributed
by MHS)

What the family thought of the various images is instructive. Anne
Longfellow Pierce, the poet’s sister and matriarch of the family home
in Portland, shown, on facing page, is surrounded by images, several
of her famous brother, chosen because she and others thought them
good likenesses. Pierce was not happy with all portrayals of Henry.
In the front of a book she owned, the 1882 Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow: A Biographical Sketch, she wrote “poor, very poor” near
the image used as the frontispiece.
The curatorial research and the family comments help enrich our
understanding of the poet, his writing, and his life.

MMN #22498 – Longfellow
signed this carte de visite
(cabinet card) of a Joseph
Lamson photograph
and gave it to a friend.
(Contributed by MHS)

MMN #4118 –Maine artist Joseph
Kahill (1882-1957) painted this
portrait of Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow (1807-1882), perhaps for
the Centennial of Longfellow’s birth.
It most likely is based on the Lamson
portrait. (contributed by MHS)
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sp otlight o n m a i n e m e m o r y n e tw o rk
contri butin g p a r t n e r s :
Aroos took C o u n ty Hi st o r i c al
an d Art Mus e um

World War II Prisoners
Fill Labor Gap

MMN #13559 Camp Houlton provided laborers -- German prisoners of war housed there
-- to local farms to harvest peas, pick potatoes
and do other work. These two German POWS
are picking potatoes. They were paid a dollar
a day in scrip that they could spend at the post
exchange. (Contributed by Aroostook County
Historical and Art Museum)

T

he enlistment or conscription of many young men into the military forces
during World War II left a severe labor shortage in agricultural industries
across the county that could not be made up by children and women.

MMN c o n t r i b u t i n g p a r t n e r s

Aroostook County, which depended on farming for much of its economy,
felt the shortage. One solution to the problem was using German prisoners of
war, housed at various rural facilities.
The Houlton Prisoner of War camp was the headquarters for all the POW camps in
Maine as well as for the camp in Stark, NH. The Houlton camp held about 3,000 POWs
ranging in age from about 15 to their mid 30s.
In general, former POWs reported that they were treated better in the U.S. camps than
they had been by the German Army. Gerhardt Kleint, when captured on D-day, thought
that he was going to be shot. Instead, he was sent to Houlton where he worked for local
farmers and was provided with the best work clothes he had ever had. As a farm and
woods worker he earned enough money to buy toiletries, cigarettes and beer at the PX.
POWs earned about 80 cents a day, comparable to pay given to privates in the German army.
Doing farm work was voluntary, but there were clear benefits. POWs harvested potatoes, beans and peas; worked in the woods cutting pulpwood; picked apples; and worked
for the Snyder food packing plant. At Houlton, POWs picked 2,503,660 barrels of potatoes and cut 158,629 cords of wood. The government made about $2 million by putting
the Germans to work.
Local residents tell many stories of POWs who
could have escaped but declined to because of the
good treatment they received. The goodwill engendered by the humane treatment of POWs meant that
local farmers could produce the food and wood pulp
needed for the war effort with a minimum of security
and associated costs.
The POWs’ good will toward their captors also
enhanced the image and credibility of the United
States during the post war occupation.

MMN#9620 Ester Faulkner did this pen and ink drawing of the White Memorial Building, the
home of the Aroostook County Historical and Art Museum, which was built in 1903. The original home at this site burned in 1902 and the current building was constructed on the old foundation. The last owner, Stella White, deeded the house to the Town in the early 1940s to be
used as a museum. The building was placed on the National Register of Historic Sites in 1975.
(Contributed by Aroostook County Historical and Art Museum)

CONTRI B UTIN G P a r t n e r p r o f i l e :
Founded: 1937
b y R a n s fo r d W . Sha w ,
former Attorney
G e n e r a l of M a i n e.
M i s s i o n : T o pr e s erv e and
di s p l a y a r t ifa c t s , d ocum en t s a n d ph o t ogra p hs
r e l a t ed t o t h e h i story o f
Ho u l t o n a nd t h e
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s u r r o u n d i n g a r ea.

MMN #13568 German prisoners of war in a
farm field in Aroostook County, posing with the
farmer’s wife. Photographing the prisoners was
not allowed, but some photographs have survived, nonetheless. (Contributed by Aroostook
County Historical and Art Museum)

Maine Memory Network (www.mainememory.net) is the online
museum of the Maine Historical Society. Over 160 organizations in Maine have arranged to put their historical collections
on this network, thereby sharing over 5,000 catalogued
images with researchers on the Internet. In each newsletter we
hope to highlight one of the organizations that is partnering
with us. If you know of any group in Maine who would like
to put their historic images online, please call Kathy Amoroso,
Director of Digital Projects, 774-1822, ext. 227.

aroostook county historical and art museum

Collections:
T he military room , which features a scale model of H ancock
Barracks and artifacts from all the wars Houlton residents

Contacts:

participated in from the Aroostook War through World War II;

Catherine (Kay ) B e l l

T he p ioneer kitchen that displays artifacts of the domestic life

109 Main St.

of early settlers;

H oulton, ME 0 4 7 3 0

T he Rick er Colle ge room with yearbooks, artifacts, documents

(207) 532-2519 o r 5 3 2 - 6 2 3 6

and photographs of Ricker Classical Institute and Ricker College;
An antique gun collection;
A disp lay o f N ati ve American arti facts.

Presi dent: Joh n F o l s o m ,
JohnFolsom@h o u l t o n . c o m .

SEARCHIN G YOUR ROOTS

searching your roots

Vital Records:
Part I
The importance of vital records in
genealogical research is unquestionable.
Vital records – birth, marriage, and
death records – can lead you to wonderful information about your ancestors’ lives. When you discover
when and where your ancestors lived, you discover more about their
lives in that time, in that place.
To begin researching your family history, start with your most recent
ancestors. It may seem pointless to find records for events that you
“know” the dates and places for, but the records may give you tidbits of
information that will either corroborate your work or lead you in new
directions. You may discover that what you thought was true was actually incorrect. Working backwards in time (death record, then marriage,
then birth) will make sure that you are researching the correct individual,
and using this methodology is generally more successful.
The kind of record, and the year in which it was recorded, will yield
different types of information. Birth records typically contain the name of
the child, the birth date, and the name of at least one parent. After 1892,
Maine’s birth records contain both parents’ names, parents’ residences,
occupations, and birth number of child. Marriage records are most accurate since the information came directly from the source: the bride and
groom. Early records may contain only the names of the couple and the
date of marriage. After 1892, you will find parents’ names, birthplaces,
ages and occupations of bride and groom, marital status (e.g. widower),
and often the name of the officiator. Death records may contain just the
name of the deceased and the date of birth and death, or in later records,
the cause of death, residence of the deceased, and informant. The name
of the informant on the record is usually a relative and can help prove a
family connection or lead you to a daughter with her married name, for
example.
Each state had different requirements regarding civil records. In
Maine, 1892 was the magic year when all towns were required to send
copies of their vital records to Augusta. Finding births, marriages, or
deaths before 1892 will require viewing that town’s particular records.
Unfortunately, many towns have lost their records due to fires or other
disasters.
Town office clerks may or may not be able or willing to respond to
inquiries regarding particular records. That town’s local historical society
or the MHS library may be able to help.

The MHS library has a vast collection
of vital records for Maine. There are the Maine
Vital Records on microfilm that were filed with the state
from 1892-1955. These are organized in groups of years,
and then alphabetically on the film. For example, the marriage
of Delia Hancock in 1901would be found on the film “18921907, Hall-Hart.” All the cities and towns are together, so knowing the location of the birth, marriage, or death is not critical.
Searching for vital records before 1892 will most likely require
knowing the location of the event. The MHS Library holds hundreds of compiled and published vital records (births, deaths, and
marriages) for towns in Maine. Check the online catalog (http://
www.mainehistory.org/catalog) for REGISTERS OF BIRTH
under the name of the town in which an individual lived. We also
have the Maine so-called delayed returns for pre-1892 records
from approximately 80 cities and towns, including Portland and
Cape Elizabeth.
Many towns have had their records microfilmed by the LDS
Church (Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints). These can
be found at the Maine State Archives in Augusta. To find out if
the LDS Church filmed the records, go to www.familysearch.org,
click on Library, click on Family History Library Catalog, and
then click the Place Search. After entering the name of the town,
a list of films and resources will appear. You can order these films
through your local Family History Center at an LDS Church.
In the next newsletter I will discuss Federal census records and
how they can be invaluable in putting together the pieces of your
family tree puzzle.

Kathy Amoroso
MHS Director of Digital Projects
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P EO P LE AN D E V ENTS

(F.A.Q: cont’ d from pg . 5)

and preservation architects, and the City of Portland’s
Historic Review Committee—to create a plan that will
preserve the character of the existing garden, restore
important historical features, and accommodate new
construction.

Celebrating
Longfellow

Wha t wi ll happen to t he p l an tings
fro m the Longfe ll ow Gar d en during
the renova tion?
Historically significant plantings will be stored and cared
for at a nursery during the renovation.

As part of its centennial celebration of the Research Library and
the imminent renovation and expansion project, MHS hosted the
Longfellow Ball on Saturday May 5th. Almost 200 guests gathered for a black tie dinner, auction, and big band dancing at the
Woodlands Country Club. The architects and construction firm
guiding this major construction project were in attendance with
architectural renderings of the new facility on display.

Will visi ta tion to the Longfe llow
H ouse or the Museu m be affec ted by
the cons truc tion process?
The Longfellow House and the Museum will be open to
the public according to its regular schedule throughout the
renovation.
Where is t he te m porary library
annex l oca te d ?
The annex, which will open to the public on Saturday,
June 9 (2007) will be located at 510 Congress Street,
across and one block up Congress Street from the MHS
Research Library. The entrance to the building is just to
the left of the CVS store. Please see map below.

We’d like to thank our generous Patrons and
the following Corporate Sponsors for their
leadership in making the evening a success:
Ba k e r Ne wm a n
& No y e s

H e wi n s T r a v e l

CCS F u ndr a i s i ng

No y e s H a l l &
A l l e n In s u r a n ce

Con s ig l i
Con s t r u c t i o n

Sc h w a r t z / Si l ver
Architects

Div e r s ifi e d
C om m u n i c a t i o n s

T D B a n kn o r t h

what’s in store

Fair c h i ld
S em i c o ndu c t o r

SAIL INTO SUMMER FUN AT THE
MHS MUSEUM SHOP!
•	Sun Balance Toy $79.95;
•	Sail boat w ith re d stripe d sail, also av ailabl e i n y e l l ow
stripe an d aqua stri pe, $29.95;
• 	Sea Urchin box with li d $17.95;
•

Plush moose in a canoe pull toy $14.95;

•	Audubon bir d s ketch d ish $12.00;
•

Bir ds o f Maine boo k $13.95;

• 	Critters o f M aine boo k $5.95;
•	Sig nals & Sema phores Collectors Set car d s $ 1 6 . 9 5 ;
•	Sea Life Activ ity Fun Kit $16.95;
•

Portlan d , Maine 1000 piece puzzle $14.95

Detaile d descri ptions o f many o f these items m a y b e f o u nd
on our we bsite www.mainehistory.or g . Rem e mbe r y o u r
mem bers-only discount is goo d in the shop a n d o n - l i n e !
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Maybe it’s better to give
and receive.
Member’s charitable gi ft annuity

Photo caption: Colleen Pratt Reed, now aged 80,
researched her family’s genealogy at the MHS Library
and has funded a charitable gift annuity to help support the Society’s work. She is shown in this 1956
photograph with her siblings Andrew and Floriece
Pratt (back row, left to right) and their parents,
Almon “Dan” and Jennie Jones Pratt (front row).

b enefits her and MHS.

B UIL D IN G F OR THE F UTURE

Colleen Pratt Reed has been a member of
MHS for over twenty years. After retiring
in 1994, she put her membership to good use
and began researching her family’s genealogy.
She boldly purchased her first computer at
the age of 64, and has been an avid genealogist ever since. With the help of family and
friends, Colleen has finished documenting
thirteen generations of her mother’s family—
descendents of John Daniel Jones and Mary
Small Rand, as well as thirteen generations
of her father’s family—descendants of Jason
Almon Pratt and Mary Esther Walker.
“The staff at the MHS Research Library is
very knowledgeable and can provide a wealth
of information about Maine families and
town histories. I often visited the library on
Saturday mornings to conduct my research
and whenever I’d run into a roadblock,
they’d find a way to locate the information I
needed.”
Colleen is very grateful to MHS for helping people like her trace their ancestry and preserve this information for generations to come. She decided to include a bequest
for MHS in her will to support these efforts, but recently altered
her plans when she learned about the benefits of funding a charitable gift annuity (CGA).
A CGA is a contract between a donor and a charity, where
the charity agrees to pay the donor a guaranteed fixed income
for his or her lifetime, after which the gift passes to the charity
to support its work. Donors are usually able to take a current
income tax deduction for the gift and receive a fixed stream of
income for life, a portion of which may be tax free.
“In my mind, I had already earmarked this money for MHS.
My stock had appreciated since I purchased it years ago, but was
not paying out much in dividends. I was able to increase my
income because the CGA rates are very good for someone my
age. The Society will still benefit from these funds after I’m gone,
but I gain the satisfaction of knowing that I have done something
today that will help support their work well into the future.”
Since its founding, Maine Historical Society has been enriching the lives of Mainers searching for the connections and insights
yielded by the past. By creating a charitable gift annuity at MHS,
you help make a promise to future generations that the stories
and artifacts of Maine history will always be there. If you would
like to learn how a charitable gift annuity can benefit you and
MHS, please call Bonnie Vance in the Development Office at
(207) 774-1822, ext. 231.

Current CGA Rates
Ag e

S i ng l e

C o upl e

65

6.0%

5.4%

70

6.5%

5.9%

75

7.1%

6.3%

80

8.0%

6.9%

85

9.5%

7.9%

If you would like
to learn how you
can make a bequest
to Maine Historical
Society, please contact
Bonnie Vance in the
Development Office at
(207) 774-1822, ext. 231.
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s u mmer 2007
Summer Hours
MHS Research Library x209
510 Congress St.
Tues-Sat 10-4
Closed Sat, May 26,
Wed., July 4, Sat., Sept. 1
Longfellow House x208
Mon-Sat 10-5,
Sun 12-5
Open July 4, 10-2
Closed Mon,
May 28, Sept. 3
Museum x208
Mon-Sat 10-5,
Sun 12-5
Open July 4, 10-2
Closed Mon
May 28, Sept. 3
Museum Shop x208
Mon-Sat 10-5,
Sun 12-5
Open July 4, 10-2
Closed Mon
May 28, Sept. 3

June

July

August

MUSEUM

MUSEUM

MUSEUM

W a dsworth- Lon gfello w House

Wa dsw orth-L ongfello w H ouse

Ma y 1- O cto b er 31 Daily T ours,
1 0 : 00-5:00; Sun 12:00-5:00
Tours leave on the hour through
4 : 0 0; call for holi d ay hours.

call for holi d ay hours.

The Arts o f the L ongfello ws
M on-Sat 10:00-5:00,

M o n- Sat 10:00-5:00,

Sun 12:00-5:00

S u n 12:00-5:00

Call for holi d ay hours
PRO GRAMS
Tues, July 10

P ROG RAMS

Stealing History: Mystery at a
R ural Maine H istorical Society

Th u rs, June 7

William D. A ndre ws, Author

A C ity on the M o ve:
E a r le Shettle worth, Director,
Ma i ne Historic Preser vation;
p r e sente d with
G r e ater Portlan d L and mark s
7:00

Li b rary
L on gf ello w Ho u s e
M aine M emo r y N e tw o r k

through 4:00;
call f or holi d ay hou r s .
Exten ded Sho w
Dra wing Together:
The A rts o f the Longfe l l ow s
Sun 12:00-5:00
Call for holi day hou r s
PROGRAMS

12:00

P o r tlan d, 1807

M useum

Tours leave on the hour

M on-Sat 10:00-5:00,

C a l l for holi day hours

m a i n e h i s to r i c a l so c i e t y

F 207- 775-4301

10:00-5:00; Sun 12:00 - 5 : 0 0

throu gh 4:00;

T h e Arts o f the L on gf ello w s

Websites:
www.mainehistory.org
www.mainememory.net
www.vintagemaineimages.com
www.hwlongfellow.org

Portland, Maine 04101-3498

May 1-Octo ber 31 Da i l y T o u r s ,

Tours lea v e on the hour

Dra w ing Together:

D r a win g T ogether:

Mailing Address:
Maine Historical Society
489 Congress St.
Portland, ME 04101

t 207- 774 -1822

Wadsw orth- Longfel l ow Ho u s e

10:00-5:00; Sun 12:00-5:00

Extend ed Sho w

E x t end ed Sho w

MHS Administrative Offices x201
Mon-Fri
9-5 Closed Holidays
Tel: (207) 774-1822
Fax: (207) 775-4301
E-mail
sarchbald@mainehistory.org

489 Congress Street

May 1- Octo ber 31 Daily Tours,

maine historical society

o f e v ents

Tues, July 24
A n Upri ver Passamaquo dd y

Northeast H istoric F i l m

Musician, Storyteller

2:00-6:00

12:00
Tues, July 31

EVENTS

Maine’s Je wish Herita ge

Comin g in Nov emb er

Jean Peck 12:00

Poetry Festi v al/

Sat, July 21
All programs are

Set Sail on the

free, open to the

Schooner

i n t h e MHS L e c t u r e

Maine H ome Mov ie Da y w i t h

A llen J. Sock ab asin, Author

EV ENTS

public, and held

Sat, August 11

Wend ameen

Longf ellow Foru m
Fri- Sat, 11/9-10
Keynote: Poet Dana G i o i a ,
Chairman o f the Nat i o n a l
Endo wment for the Ar t s

Jim M illinger,
Historian

Hall unless
otherwise noted.
Questions?

Call

774-1822.
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